Hawkins County Library System
(Church Hill, HB Stamps Memorial, and Surgoinsville Libraries)

Art in the Library

Art is an essential part of life in Hawkins County, where creativity flourishes throughout our
communities. The Hawkins County Library System (HCLS) embraces its role as a welcoming
space for local artists, offering opportunities to showcase and celebrate the rich artistic talent
that defines our region.

As part of this mission, HCLS invites exhibitors, educators, artists, and artist-based groups to
apply for exhibitions that inform, inspire, and engage the community. The libraries seek to
present exhibits that:

Draw from or highlight aspects of the library’s collections;

Focus on topics related to Hawkins County or the surrounding area;

Represent the work of local artists or artisans;

Demonstrate significant artistic or educational merit.

Those interested in displaying their work should contact the Branch Director at the appropriate
library to obtain more information, complete an application, and schedule an exhibition.

Display Space(s)

The Hawkins County Libraries are vibrant, high-traffic community spaces serving a diverse
range of patrons. Youth, families, and visitors use the libraries for special events, workshops,
meetings, traditional library services, and social interaction. Individuals and groups are welcome
to display their work, subject to approval by the Branch Director.

Proposal Submission Guidelines
HCLS welcomes submissions from individual artists, exhibitors, and groups interested in
presenting exhibitions. Each proposal should include:

o Cover Sheet: Include the exhibitor's name and complete contact information (email and
phone number). For group exhibits, designate one individual as the primary contact
person.

o Exhibition Description: Provide a brief, clearly written summary of the proposed
exhibition.



o Images or Media: Submit 5—-10 photo images or media files, either on a USB drive or
via an online digital portfolio.
o Preferred Dates: Indicate your preferred exhibition dates (up to 8 weeks).

Types of Work and Content Guidelines
HCLS welcomes a variety of artistic media for exhibition, including:

o Paintings, drawings, prints, and photography.

e Glasswork and sculptures, which are limited due to traffic and space constraints.
Exhibitors proposing these items must ensure they can be displayed safely and
aesthetically, using appropriate supports provided by the artist or approved by the library.

All exhibits are subject to review and approval by the Branch Director. The HCLS Libraries
reserve the right to restrict subject matter and/or remove items from display at their discretion.

To maintain a welcoming environment for all patrons, the following types of artwork or displays
will not be accepted:

o Works containing sexually explicit content or nudity.
o Depictions of violence, hate speech, or discriminatory imagery.
o Political campaign materials or works intended to influence elections.

o Content that may be considered offensive, inflammatory, or disruptive to the library’s
mission.

Appeal Process

If an artist’s submission is declined, the artist may submit a written appeal to the Hawkins
County Library Board within 30 days of natification. The appeal must include the original
proposal and a statement explaining why the artist believes the work meets the library’s
standards. The Board will review the appeal at its next scheduled meeting, and its decision will
be final.

Liability, Security, and Safety

HCLS does not provide liability insurance for exhibited artwork. It is the sole responsibility of the
exhibitor or group to obtain insurance coverage for their pieces. Because the libraries are not
continuously monitored, exhibitors should be aware of the inherent risk in displaying art,
particularly small or fragile items.

HCLS will not be held liable for loss, theft, or damage to any artwork displayed in its facilities. All
exhibitors must sign a Liability Waiver acknowledging these terms prior to installation.



To ensure patron safety and accessibility

o Artwork must be displayed in a manner that does not obstruct walkways, emergency
exits, or violate ADA standards.

o Sculptures, glasswork, or other delicate items must be securely mounted or displayed
using appropriate supports provided by the artist or approved by the library.

e The library reserves the right to remove any artwork immediately if safety concerns arise
or if complaints are received regarding prohibited content.

Length of Exhibitions
Exhibitions will run for up to 8 weeks depending on other programming activities at the libraries.
The exhibit will remain up for the total agreed upon time.

Installation and Removal of Exhibition
Installation and removal of exhibition is the sole responsibility of the exhibitor(s).
Artists must supply his/her own labeling on the work.

Informational brochures are welcomed and can be displayed. We encourage artists to supply
business cards and contact information.

Installation will be the first day of the exhibition period. Removal will be on the last day of the
exhibition period. Any change in this schedule should be arranged with the Branch Director.

A member of the staff must be present to observe / installation and removal.

Sale of Artwork/Exhibition materials
The HCLS Libraries encourage sales, but they are the responsibility of the artist. No monies will
be collected by the staff.

Publicity and Promotion

HCLS will provide limited promotional support by sharing exhibition details through its website
and social media channels. Artists and exhibitors are responsible for promoting their work
beyond what the library provides.

Library Support May Include:
e Posting exhibition information on the library’s website and social media platforms.
e Including exhibition details in newsletters or event calendars, when applicable.

o Displaying promotional flyers or brochures provided by the artist within the library.



Artists and exhibitors are encouraged to actively market their exhibitions outside of the library’s
efforts. All costs associated with the design, production, and distribution of promotional materials
remain the sole responsibility of the artist or exhibitor.

If a reception is desired, it must be scheduled in advance with the Branch Director. All reception
arrangements and associated expenses are the responsibility of the artist or exhibitor. Alcohol
is not permitted on library premises.

Artists and exhibitors may also consider offering a lecture or demonstration during their
exhibition. These programs must be coordinated with the Branch Director prior to scheduling.

I have read the information provided and agree to follow the terms of exhibition at the
HCLS Libraries.

Signature of Artist/Group Representative

Date




Hawkins County Library System
(Church Hill, HB Stamps Memorial, and Surgoinsville Libraries)

Application for Exhibition

Please complete all sections of this application and include the required attachments.

Artist/Exhibitor Information

Name of Artist(s), Exhibitor, or Group:

Day Phone:

Evening Phone:

Mailing Address:

Email Address:

Material or Technique of Artworks:

Date Preference for Exhibition (up to 8 weeks):

(1.) 2.)

Required Attachments

e 5-10 photos of the work to be exhibited; each clearly labeled with your name and dimensions.
o A brief description of the work to be shown, including proposed number of pieces.

e Asigned copy of the Terms of Exhibition.

e Materials will be returned at the end of the exhibition.

Liability Waiver

By signing below, | acknowledge that the Hawkins County Library System (HCLS) does not provide
insurance for exhibited artwork and will not be held liable for loss, theft, or damage to any items
displayed. | accept full responsibility for the security and safety of my artwork during the exhibition.

Artist/Exhibitor Signature:

Date:

Branch Director Approval:

Date:




Hawkins County Library System
(Church Hill, HB Stamps Memorial, and Surgoinsville Libraries)

Art Exhibition Appeal Request Form

If your exhibition proposal has been declined, you may submit an appeal within 30 days of
notification. The Hawkins County Library Board will review your appeal at its next scheduled
meeting. The Board’s decision will be final.

Artist/Exhibitor Information
Name of Artist(s), Exhibitor, or Group:
Day Phone:

Evening Phone:

Email Address:

Original Proposal Details

Title or Description of Proposed Exhibition:

Date of Original Submission:

Reason for Appeal

Please provide a clear explanation of why you believe your work meets the library’s standards:

Artist/Exhibitor Signature:

Date:




